The 

ROSICRUCIANS 

Mysticism  by 
Mail  Order 

By  William  J.  Whalen 

If  you  have  thumbed  through  any  one  of 
a  dozen  periodicals  recently — from  Popular 
Mechanics  to  the  New  York  Times  Book 
Review — you  may  have  noticed  the  familiar 
advertisements  of  The  Rosicrucians 
(AMORC).  A  current  ad  promises  that 
the  Rosicrucians  can  show  us  how  to  throw 
off  the  shackles  of  the  body  and  become 
attuned  to  Infinite  Wisdom.  Readers  are 
invited  to  mail  in  the  coupon  to  obtain 
further  information  from  the  cult's  head- 
quarters, in  San  Jose,  California. 

Ordinarily  we  would  have  no  interest  in 
how  people  spend  their  time  and  money. 
Other  ads  in  these  publications  urge  us  to 
buy  custom-made  shirts,  reducing  devices, 
elevator  shoes,  rare  stamps,  and  sundry 
other  things.  But  the  Rosicrucian  ad  states, 
not  once  but  twice,  that  the  Rosicrucian 

©1965 

CLARETIAN  PUBLICATIONS  •  Chicago,  Illinois 
3 


Order  is  "Not  a  Religious  Organization." 
If  this  is  true  perhaps  a  Catholic  reader 
could  in  good  conscience  become  a  member 
of  the  AMORC  (Ancient  and  Mystical  Order 
Rosae  Crucis).  On  the  other  hand  Fr.  Leslie 
Rumble  declares:  "No  one  who  is  really  a 
Christian  could  possibly  accept  Rosicrucian- 
ism.  To  do  so  is  to  abandon  Christianity 
for  another  and  different  rehgion  altogether." 
It  seems  that  someone  is  fibbing.  To  find 
out  who,  let's  take  a  closer  look  at  the 
AMORC. 

MASTERY  OF  LIFE 

What  would  you  receive  if  you  sent  the 
coupon  to  Rosicrucian  headquarters?  In  a 
few  days  the  mailman  would  deliver  a  hand- 
somely printed  brochure  entitled  "Mastery 
of  Life"  along  with  an  application  blank, 
introductory  letter,  and  return  envelope. 

The  inside  front  cover  of  the  booklet  pre- 
sents a  gallery  of  distinguished  men  of  his- 
tory under  the  headline  "These  Men  were 
Rosicrucians."  The  men  pictured  include 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Isaac  Newton,  Claude 
Debussy,  Francis  Bacon,  and  Rene  Des- 
cartes. They  died  between  1626  and  1918; 
the  organization  of  the  AMORC  took  place 
in  1915. 

When  we  read  the  copy  of  the  booklet 
more  closely  we  discover  that  these  gentle- 
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men  had  no  connection  whatsoever  with  the 
San  Jose  cult.  The  booklet  explains:  "The 
men  you  see  here  were  Rosicrucians — or 
associated  with  those  who  were."  What  this 
means  is  that  for  several  centuries  groups 
of  alchemists  and  mystics  have  called  them- 
selves Rosicrucians,  and  some  of  these  num- 
bered one  or  more  of  the  five  historical  per- 
sonages in  the  AMORC  booklet,  among 
their  friends.  Other  Rosicrucian  publications 
list  Plato,  Aristotle,  Jesus,  Dante,  Cicero, 
and  St.  Thomas  Aquinas  as  members  of 
this  mystical  fraternity. 

The  booklet  appeals  to  people  who  beUeve 
that  some  individuals  possess  a  certain  per- 
sonal magnetism  or  secret  wisdom  wliich 
enables  them  to  succeed  while  others  fail. 
The  AMORC  promises  to  reveal  the  exist- 
ence of  mysterious  cosmic  laws  by  which 
a  person  can  turn  his  wishes  and  day  dreams 
into  reaUty.  "There  is  no  supematuralism. 
Everything  occurs  by  cosmic,  natural  law," 
we  are  told. 

COSMIC  CONSCIOUSNESS 

A  Rosicrucian  booklet  pubUshed  in  1955 
promises  that  the  teachings  of  the  cult  can 
enable  one  to  improve  memory,  develop 
will  power,  maintain  health,  overcome  bad 
habits,  understand  the  purpose  of  life,  attain 
"cosmic  consciousness,"  change  one's  en- 
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vironment,  influence  other  people,  overcome 
an  inferiority  complex,  develop  one's  per- 
sonality, know  the  truth  about  reincarnation, 
benefit  from  invisible  help  in  time  of  need, 
decipher  ancient  symbols,  and  so  forth. 

Claiming  to  be  the  modem  counterpart 
of  ancient  mystery  schools,  the  AMORC 
traces  its  history  to  the  reign  of  Pharoah 
Akhnaton  in  1350  B.C.  The  California  or- 
ganization also  claims  as  ancestors  the  band 
of  colonists,  calling  themselves  Rosicrucians, 
who  landed  in  the  New  World  in  1695. 
They  settled  at  Ephrata,  Pennsylvania;  but 
by  1801  the  descendants  of  these  Rosicru- 
cians had  scattered.  Although  various  Euro- 
pean groups  have  called  themselves  Rosi- 
crucians ever  since  the  17th  century,  there 
is  simply  no  link  between  any  such  group — 
much  less  any  Egyptian  mystery  school 
—and  the  AMORC. 

How  can  a  person  become  privy  to  the 
secret  wisdom  of  the  ages?  How  can  he 
learn  these  cosmic  laws?  He  joins  the 
AMORC.  Then  twice  a  month  he  will  re- 
ceive a  series  of  monographs.  The  order 
suggests  that  he  set  aside  60  to  90  minutes 
a  week,  preferably  on  Thursday  night,  to 
study  these  lessons.  He  also  receives  a  mem- 
bership card,  the  monthly  Rosicrucian  Di- 
gest, and  the  passwords  and  secret  grips 
which  will  enable  him  to  gain  entry  to  a 
Rosicrucian  lodge  or  chapter. 
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As  with  most  good  things,  membership  in 
the  AMORC  costs  money.  Along  with  his 
application  form  the  candidate  for  mem- 
bership is  asked  to  send  a  $5  registration 
fee  and  his  first  month's  dues  of  $3.50. 
So  long  as  he  expects  to  remain  a  Rosicru- 
cian  in  good  standing  he  will  be  expected 
to  contribute  $42  a  year  to  San  Jose. 

Among  the  questions  asked  in  the  applica- 
tion are:  "ReUgion  in  which  you  were  bom"; 
"Present  church  affiliation,  if  any";  "Do  you 
believe  in  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being, 
Infinite  Mind,  or  God?"  and  "Will  you  con- 
sider with  an  open  mind  new  ideas  regarding 
life  and  the  Universe?" 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  family  mem- 
bership, and  the  candidate  is  warned  against 
sharing  his  monographs  with  those  who  do 
not  also  contribute  $3.50  a  month.  He  must 
pledge:  "I  will  keep  confidential  all  reading 
matter,  lessons,  and  discourses  sent  to  me, 
and  will  carefully  examine  them  to  determine 
each  step  I  am  to  take  in  being  prepared 
for  a  more  practical  and  masterful  position 
in  life." 

Hundreds  of  people  respond  to  AMORC 
ads  every  day,  but  most  inquirers  forego 
the  advantages  of  membership  when  they 
realize  that  it  will  cost  them  at  least  $42 
a  year.  The  active  membership  of  the  cult 
at  any  particular  time  probably  does  not 
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exceed  45,000,  but  the  turnover  is  heavy.  The 
organization  spends  more  than  $500,000 
a  year  on  ads,  correspondence,  mono- 
graphs, and  the  like. 

Those  who  do  not  send  in  their  $8.50 
for  the  registration  fee  and  first  month's  dues 
will  eventually  receive  a  subsequent  offer 
from  the  cult.  For  only  $1.50  a  month  an 
associate  member  can  receive  the  monthly 
magazine  and  his  choice  of  any  two  of 
seven  available  series  of  lectures.  These  are 
Mystical  Bible  Instruction,  Evolution,  the 
Mystery  of  Miracles,  Some  Mystical  Adven- 
tures, Numerology,  the  Doctrines  of  Jacob 
Boehme,  and  Astronomy.  Those  who  elect 
this  cut-rate  membership  do  not  learn  the 
passwords,  participate  in  the  rituals,  or  per- 
form the  "scientific"  experiments. 

Should  a  person  join  the  order  as  a  $3.50 
member  he  will  discover  that  not  all  secrets 
are  revealed  at  once.  Instead  he  finds  him- 
self enmeshed  in  a  Masonic-type  system  of 
degrees.  For  six  weeks  he  is  expected  to 
study  his  first-degree  lessons  at  home  before 
initiating  himself  into  the  order.  The  initia- 
tion is  simple:  the  candidate  stares  at  a 
mirror  and  traces  a  five-inch  cross  on  the 
glass  while  repeating  "Hail,  Rosy  Cross." 
He  meditates  for  three  minutes.  Finally, 
he  places  the  tip  of  his  left  forefinger  in 
the  middle  of  his  forehead  and  whispers, 
"Peace." 
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THE  THREE  DEGREES 

The  novice  remains  in  the  first  degree  for 
another  12  weeks  and  studies  his  lessons 
on  mental  vibrations,  mystical  comprehen- 
sion, the  Ufe  force,  mystical  centers  of  the 
brain,  and  other  subjects.  He  then  spends 
12  weeks  in  the  second  degree  before  mov- 
ing on  to  the  third  degree.  It  usually  takes 
9  to  12  months  to  complete  the  three  de- 
grees. 

Like  the  Freemason  who  has  reached  the 
Master  Mason,  or  third  degree,  the  frater 
or  soror  of  the  AMORC  is  now  encouraged 
to  further  his  fraternal  education  by  going 
on  to  the  higher  degrees.  In  the  Rosicrucian 
order  these  consist  of  nine  Temple  degrees. 
Finally  the  diligent  Rosicrucian  may  be  in- 
vited to  join  the  select  Illuminati. 

Although  many  if  not  most  Rosicrucians 
receive  their  instruction  by  correspondence, 
a  growing  number  belong  to  Rosicrucian 
lodges,  which  meet  in  their  own  temples  or 
in  rented  quarters.  In  furnishings  these 
lodges  resemble  a  Masonic  lodge,  and  may 
serve  the  same  purposes  as  a  church  for 
the  members.  Regional  lodge  members  at- 
tend the  lodges  to  hear  the  lessons  read 
and  discussed  and  to  participate  in  the  Egyp- 
tian-style rituals  and  initiations.  Admittance 
is  gained  by  showing  a  paid-up  member- 
ship card  and  giving  the  password.  Unlike 
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Masonic  lodges,  the  Rosicrucian  lodges  are 
open  to  both  men  and  women. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Rosicrucian  Digest 

lists  100  regular  lodges  in  31  states,  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  Puerto  Rico. 
California  leads  the  nation  in  the  number 
of  lodges,  with  19,  and  Texas  is  second, 
with  eight.  Sixteen  of  these  American  lodges 
own  the  robes  and  paraphernalia  needed  for 
the  full-scale  initiation  into  the  12  degrees. 

The  AMORC  is  not  Umited  to  the  United 
States.  Listed  also  are  26  lodges  in  France, 
21  in  Brazil,  18  in  Nigeria,  13  each  in 
Mexico  and  Canada,  12  in  England,  11  in 
Venezuela,  eight  in  Australia,  and  others 
around  the  world.  Members  of  these  regional 
lodges  pay  dues  to  their  own  lodge,  which 
forwards  a  percentage  to  headquarters  in 
San  Jose. 

The  Master  of  a  Rosicrucian  lodge  (corre- 
sponding to  the  Worshipful  Master  of  a 
Masonic  lodge)  sits  at  one  end  of  the 
chamber  on  a  triangular  dais  while  the  Matre 
of  the  lodge,  a  woman,  sits  at  the  other  end 
of  the  room.  The  Vestal  Virgin  sits  in 
front  of  the  Master  and  guards  the  sacred 
fire  which  is  used  to  light  the  incense  used  in 
the  ceremonies.  She  must  be  an  unmarried 
girl  under  18  at  the  time  of  her  appoint- 
ment; she  serves  until  she  reaches  21  or  gets 
married.  In  the  center  of  the  lodge  room 
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stands  the  Shekinah,  or  sacred  triangle, 
which  is  flanked  by  three  candles.  Members 
of  the  lodge  sit  along  both  sides  and  wear 
Masonic-type  aprons  and  regalia;  some  of 
these  are  embroidered  with  the  main  symbol 
of  the  cult,  a  cross  and  a  rose.  Before  each 
initiation  the  members  swear  a  solemn  oath 
to  keep  the  secrets  of  the  fraternity  inviolate. 

Rosicrucians,  as  individuals  or  as  mem- 
bers of  a  lodge,  observe  two  special  feasts: 
the  New  Year  Feast  on  or  about  March  21, 
at  which  the  fraters  and  sorors  eat  a  sym- 
bolic meal  of  com,  salt,  and  grape  juice; 
and  the  Outdoor  Fete  around  September  23. 

The  Rosicrucian  marriage  ceremony  must 
be  held  in  the  lodge  within  three  days  after 
the  civil  ceremony  and  is  performed  by  the 
lodge  Master  or  Chaplain.  Children  of  Rosi- 
crucian parents  may  receive  the  Appella- 
tion rite  if  they  are  under  18  months  old. 
According  to  the  Rosicracian  Manual  (p. 
177),  "Such  ritual  may  take  the  place  of, 
or  supplant,  any  christening  ceremony."  The 
parents  must  pledge  to  educate  the  child 
in  non-sectarian  schools. 

Children  of  Rosicrucian  parents  are  elig- 
ible to  join  the  Junior  Order  of  Torch 
Bearers.  They  must  be  between  6  and  18 
years  of  age;  they  advance  from  one  sub- 
division of  the  Order  to  the  next  as  they 
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SANCTUM 


CHAMBER 


ANTE-CHAMBER 


/ 


RECEPTION  HALL 


1-Master's  Chair 

2,3-Seats  for  Visiting  Masters 

4-  Vestal  Virgin 

5-  Treasurer 

6-  Secretary 

7-  Chaplain 

8-  High  Priestess 

9-  Shel(inah  (sacred  triangle)  and 

three  candles 

10-  Stool 

11-  Matre's  Chair 


grow  older.  The  cult  furnishes  a  child- 
guidance  lesson  each  month  for  the  junior 
cultists. 

THE  PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  CULT 

The  committed  Rosicrucian  is  urged  to 
live  by  the  principles  of  the  cult.  When  he 
wakes  up  in  the  morning  he  should  face 
east,  inhale  and  exhale  seven  deep  breaths, 
bathe,  and  drink  a  glass  of  water.  Before 
meals  he  should  wash  his  hands,  hold  them 
palms  down  over  the  food,  and  say  a  mental 
prayer.  Most  Rosicrucians  become  vege- 
tarians. If  he  enters  a  court  of  law  as  a  wit- 
ness he  is  told  to  take  his  oath  on  the  sym- 
bol of  the  Rosy  Cross  instead  of  on  the 
Bible. 

The  cult  holds  a  U.  S.  patent  on  its 
official  emblem:  a  gold  cross  with  a  single 
red  rose  in  the  center.  The  cult's  founder 
called  this  the  only  authentic  Rosicrucian 
symbol,  though  there  are  many  variations, 
including  one  with  a  garland  of  roses,  which 
are  used  by  rival  Rosicrucian  organizations. 

The  cult  performs  its  own  burial  rites 
for  deceased  members.  Ideally  the  service 
begins  late  in  the  evening,  so  that  it  ends 
about  midnight.  The  body  of  the  deceased 
Rosicrucian  lies  in  repose  in  the  lodge 
chamber,  garbed  in  his  apron.  The  mourners 
wear  purple  garments  since  purple,  not 
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black,  is  the  AMORC  color  of  mourning. 
The  body  remains  in  the  temple  until  crema- 
tion the  next  morning. 

To  most  observers  the  religious  character 
of  these  rites  is  obvious,  but  the  AMORC 
insists  again  and  again  that  it  is  not  a  reli- 
gious organization.  Apparently  the  leaders 
of  the  cult  believe  that  their  source  of  new 
members  would  dry  up  if  they  frankly  ad- 
mitted that  anyone  who  entered  the  cult 
would  soon  shed  orthodox  Christian  beliefs 
and  practices.  It  should  be  clear  that  no 
Catholic  could  engage  in  these  secret  rites, 
swear  solemn  oaths  in  a  Rosicrucian  lodge, 
and  participate  in  pagan  ceremonies  without 
compromising  his  Christian  beliefs. 

How  did  the  Rosicrucian  order  (AMORC) 
get  started?  Despite  its  claims  to  antiquity 
it  is  relatively  young.  In  1915  an  occultist 
named  H.  Spencer  Lewis  inserted  an  ad  in 
a  New  York  newspaper  offering  to  share  his 
Rosicrucian  secrets.  He  claimed  to  have 
received  authorization  from  certain  French 
adepts  to  re-establish  the  true  Rosicrucian 
order  in  the  Western  hemisphere. 

Lewis  maintained  that  his  cult  was  the 
public  voice  of  the  mysterious  Great  White 
Brotherhood,  familiar  in  Theosophy  and 
other  occult  systems.  The  adepts  of  the 
Brotherhood,  who  were  and  are  masters  of 
mystical  knowledge,  once  set  up  their  head- 
quarters on  Mount  Carmel,  but  now  live 
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in  the  remote  regions  of  Tibet.  Jesus  and 
his  apostles  were  said  to  be  initiates  of  the 
Essenes,  who  were  also  affiliated  with  the 
GWB.  What  Jesus  knew  about  reincarna- 
tion, God,  and  cosmic  laws  He  learned  at 
the  feet  of  the  adepts  of  the  GWB. 

From  New  York  Lewis  moved  to  San 
Francisco,  then  to  Tampa,  and  finally  to 
San  Jose.  He  composed  most  of  the  basic 
monographs  still  distributed  by  the  cult,  and 
his  articles  still  appear  in  the  pages  of  the 
Rosicrucian  Digest.  Eventually  Lewis  ap- 
propriated the  Ph.D.  degree,  but  never  re- 
vealed what  university  awarded  it  to  him. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  he  had  never  spent  a 
day  in  a  college  or  university.  He  died  in 
1939,  and  his  ashes  are  interred  in  Rosi- 
crucian Park  in  San  Jose. 

His  son,  Ralph,  succeeded  him  as  "Su- 
preme Autocratic  Authority"  and  "Impera- 
tor  for  North,  Central  and  South  America, 
the  British  Commonwealth  and  Empire, 
France,  Switzerland,  Sweden,  and  Africa." 

A  LEWIS  FAMILY  ENTERPRISE 

Ralph  Lewis  was  bom  in  1904,  and  at- 
tended grade  school  in  New  York  and  a 
military  academy  in  New  Jersey.  He  skipped 
college,  and  became  supreme  secretary  of 
the  cult  in  1923.  The  constitution  of  the 
order  provides  that  control  will  remain  in 
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the  male  succession  of  the  Lewis  family; 
the  AMORC  will  always  be  a  Lewis  family 
enterprise. 

The  AMORC  has  prospered.  It  now  be- 
longs to  the  San  Jose  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  its  annual  payroll  exceeds  $650,- 
000.  The  cult  occupies  an  entire  city  block 
which  includes  an  administration  building, 
auditorium,  museum,  temple,  planetarium, 
art  gallery,  and  library. 

In  founding  his  successful  mail  order  cult 
the  elder  Lewis  drew  on  Rosicrucian  legends. 
(Before  launching  Rosicrucianism  he  oper- 
ated the  New  York  Institute  for  Psychical 
Research).  The  legends  referred  to  had  been 
given  circulation  by  the  publication  of  the 
Fama  Fratemitatis,  in  Germany,  in  1614. 
This  book,  describing  the  life  and  adventures 
of  one  Christian  Rosenkreuz,  is  believed  to 
have  been  the  work  of  Johann  Valentin 
Andrea,  a  Lutheran  theologian. 

Lewis,  however,  denied  that  the  Fama 
Fraternitatis  accomplished  anything  more 
than  to  initiate  a  third  or  fourth  revival  of 
Rosicrucianism Jn  Germany.  He  also  denied 
the  commonly  accepted  belief  that  Andrea 
composed  the  Fama.  He  said  that  it  was 
the  work  of  Sir  Francis  Bacon — "Imperator 
for  the  Rosicrucian  Order  in  England." 

Rosenkreuz  was  said  to  have  entered  a 
monastery  as  a  young  boy  and  to  have  ac- 
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companied  a  monk  on  a  voyage  to  the  Holy 
Land.  In  Cyprus  the  monk  died,  and  the 
lad  wandered  about  Arabia  and  Egypt  ab- 
sorbing the  lore  of  these  civilizations.  Back 
in  Europe  he  founded  a  secret  order  whose 
members  were  expected  to  heal  the  sick, 
pursue  occult  studies,  attend  one  meeting 
of  the  fraternity  each  year,  and  pick  their 
own  successors.  Rosenkreuz  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  Although  the  tale  had  all  the 
marks  of  authenticity  of  a  Baron  Mun- 
chausen or  a  GulUver,  many  simple  people 
beUeved  that  such  a  society  actually  existed. 
There  were  others  who  claimed  to  be  mem- 
bers, and  who  offered  to  induct  initiates  into 
its  mysteries. 

Since  then,  various  groups  of  occultists, 
alchemists.  Freemasons,  astrologers,  and 
cabalists  have  claimed  the  name  Rosicru- 
cian.  The  only  mention  of  the  AMORC  in 
the  massive  649-page  history  of  Rosicru- 
cianism  by  A.  E.  Waite  (The  Brotherhood 
of  the  Rosy  Cross,  University  Books,  1961), 
is  a  brief  notice  in  the  preface.  Waite  dis- 
misses the  AMORC  and  similar  modem 
Rosicrucian  cults  in  one  sentence:  "They 
represent  individual  enterprises  which  have 
no  roots  in  the  past." 

Nesta  H.  Webster,  author  of  Secret  So- 
cieties and  Subversive  Movements  (London, 
1955),  comments:  .  .  nothing  is  easier 
than  for  anyone  to  make  a  compound  out 
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of  Jewish  Cabalism  and  Eastern  theosophy 
and  to  label  it  Rosicrucianism;  but  no  proof 
whatever  exists  of  any  affiliation  between  the 
self-styled  Rosicrucians  of  today  and  the 
17th  century  'Brothers  of  the  Rosy  Cross.'  " 

NO  CONNECTION 
WITH  THE  MASONS 

The  Masonic  order  as  such  has  no  con- 
nection with  the  AMORC  although  the 
founder  of  the  cult  tried  to  use  the  prestige 
of  Freemasonry  to  promote  his  own  enter- 
prise. In  his  early  newspaper  ads  he  claimed 
that  a  committee  of  Freemasons  had  ex- 
amined and  approved  the  constitution  of  the 
AMORC.  The  Scottish  rite  does  include  a 
Rosicrucian  degree,  the  18th  degree  in  the 
Southern  jurisdiction.  Albert  Pike,  the  sec- 
ond founder  of  the  Scottish  rite,  was  a  de- 
voted student  of  all  sorts  of  occult  groups 
including  classical  Rosicrucianism. 

In  his  Rosicrucian  Questions  and  An- 
swers H.  Spencer  Lewis  stated:  "So  closely 
are  the  two  orders  [Freemasonry  and  Rosi- 
crucianism] allied  in  some  lands  that  many 
of  the  great  exponents  of  the  one  are  ac- 
tive workers  in  the  other.  Freemasonry  has 
acknowledged  its  debt  to  the  ancient  White 
Brotherhood  by  adding  a  Rosicrucian  De- 
gree to  the  Ancient  and* Accepted  Scottish 
rite"  (p.  18). 
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H.  Spencer  Lewis  was  not  the  only  one 
to  see  in  traditional  Rosicrucianism  the 
materials  with  which  to  build  a  cult.  One 
Max  Heindel  founded  the  Rosicrucian  Fel- 
lowship, with  headquarters  in  Oceanside, 
CaUfornia.  When  he  died,  in  1919,  his 
widow  continued  his  work.  Two  other  Rosi- 
crucian groups  in  the  United  States  are  the 
Rosicrucian  Brotherhood  of  Quakertown, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  Society  of  Rosicru- 
cians  of  New  York  City. 

The  basic  reUgious  beliefs  of  Rosicrucian- 
ism (AMORC)  include  pantheism  and  rein- 
carnation, both  of  which  stand  in  flat  con- 
tradiction to  Christianity.  In  his  book, 
Rosicrucian  Questions  and  Answers,  Lewis 
wrote:  'The  Rosicrucians  believe  and  have 
always  believed  that  there  is  but  one  soul 
in  the  universe,  and  that  is  the  universal 
soul  or  the  universal  consciousness  of  God" 
(p.  206).  There  are,  therefore,  no  individ- 
uals souls  in  need  of  salvation  by  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  cult  teaches  also  that  the  human  per- 
sonality survives  death,  and  that  after  a  stay 
in  the  resting  place  it  enters  a  new  human 
body,  in  a  series  of  rebirths.  This  series  of 
reincarnations  goes  on  forever,  and  clearly 
rules  out  the  Christian  beliefs  in  heaven, 
hell,  and  resurrection.  Lewis  taught  that 
Jesus  Christ  was  the  only  one  to  complete 
the  cycle  of  reincarnations  and  be  united 
with  God. 
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MANSIONS  OF  THE  SOUL 

Lewis  elaborated  his  belief  in  reincarna- 
tion in  his  book  Mansions  of  the  Soul.  In 
this  he  wrote:  "We  discover  in  reincarna- 
tion and  Karma  the  only  rational  and  ac- 
ceptable explanation  and  cause  of  the  seem- 
ing injustice  of  the  inequalities  of  life.  .  .  . 
The  laws  of  Reincarnation  alone  make  un- 
derstandable and  acceptable  the  conditions 
and  experiences  of  our  lives.  .  .  .  Each  per- 
sonality came  into  existence  'in  the  begin- 
ning of  all  creation'  and  has  always  existed 
and  will  exist  into  eternity"  (pp.  104-7). 
Though  here  he  emphasizes  the  importance 
of  a  knowledge  of  reincarnation  as  the  key 
to  wisdom,  Lewis  turns  around  in  another 
book  and  comments,  "Whether  the  doctrine 
or  reincarnation  is  true  or  not,  is  of  no  im- 
portance to  the  student  of  the  practical 
teachings  of  Rosicrucianism"  (Rosicracian 
Questions  and  Answers,  p.  267). 

The  founder  of  the  AMORC  cult  knew 
that  his  religious  ideas  were  totally  unac- 
ceptable to  the  Catholic  Church.  In  Rosi- 
crucian  Questions  and  Answers  he  wrote: 
"Because  of  its  agressiveness  and  growth, 
the  Order  Rosae  Crucis  of  America,  as  well 
as  in  all  other  countries,  has  been  con- 
demned by  the  Pope  as  destructive  to  the 
principles  of  Roman  Catholicism."  Imper- 
ator  Lewis  seemed  to  hold  an  exaggerated 
idea  of  his  importance.  No  pope  has  ever 
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condemned  or  is  likely  to  condemn  the  com- 
mercial version  of  Rosicrucianism  offered 
by  the  Lewis  family.  Yet  the  basic  opposi- 
tion of  the  AMORC  to  any  form  of  Chris- 
tian belief  is  clear.  Still,  the  Rosicrucians 
continue  to  insist  that  they  are  not  a  religious 
organization  and  that  no  one  will  ever  vio- 
late his  conscience  in  religious  matters  if 
he  accepts  the  cult's  teachings. 

Lewis  declared  in  the  Rosicnician  Manual 
that  there  are  "high  officers  in  the  organiza- 
tion (the  AMORC)  who  are  priests,  clergy- 
men, rabbis,  and  directors  and  workers  in 
every  one  of  the  various  religions  through- 
out the  world"  (p.  198).  We  would  chal- 
lenge this  cult  to  name  one  Roman  Catholic 
priest  in  good  standing  who  is  even  a  simple 
member,  much  less  a  high  officer,  of  the 
AMORC. 

An  examination  of  the  descriptions  of  the 
various  books  in  the  current  catalog  of  the 
AMORC  reveals  the  obvious  incompatibility 
of  the  teachings  of  the  cult  with  those  of 
orthodox  Christianity.  For  example,  the  ad- 
vertisement for  The  Secret  Doctrines  of  Jesus 
by  H.  Spencer  Lewis,  asks:  "Do  you  know 
that  from  328  A.D.  until  1870  A.D.  there 
were  held  twenty  ecclesiastic  or  church 
council  meetings  in  which  man  alone  de- 
cided upon  the  context  of  the  Bible?  Self- 
appointed  judges  in  the  four  Lateran  Coun- 
cils between  1123  and  1215  A.D.  decided 
to  expurgate  from  the  Bible  those  sacred 
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writings  which  did  not  please  them.  But 
Christ's  secret  teachings  were  privately  pre- 
served in  heretofore  unknown  archives." 

AN  ANALYTICAL  WAY 

Another  volume  by  Lewis — Mansions  of 
the  Soul — explains  "all  about  the  soul  and 
its  cycles  of  reincarnation,  and  how  you 
can  become  acquainted  with  your  present 
self  and  your  past  lives  in  an  analytical 
way.  ...  It  reveals  to  you  the  fact  that 
Jesus  and  his  disciples  knew  all  about  rein- 
carnation and  referred  to  it  in  their  teach- 
ings." 

Further  information  on  reincarnation  is 
provided  in  the  book  A  Thousand  Years  of 
Yesterdays:  "It  is  the  story  of  the  soul, 
and  explains  in  detail  how  the  soul  enters 
the  body  and  how  it  leaves,  where  it  goes, 
and  when  it  comes  back  to  earth  again  and 
why." 

If  a  Christian  is  not  satisfied  with  the  life 
of  Christ  presented  in  the  Bible  he  can  read 
The  Mystical  Life  of  Jesus,  by  the  AMORC 
founder.  "It  is  a  full  account  of  the  birth, 
youth,  early  manhood  and  later  periods 
of  Jesus'  life." 

The  Gnostic  orientation  of  the  cult  is  evi- 
dent in  The  Technique  of  the  Disciple,  by 
the  Grand  Master  of  the  Rosicrucian  Order 
in  Great  Britain.  This  is  called  "A  mod- 
ern description  of  the  ancient,  esoteric  path 
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to  spiritual  illumination.  It  has  long  been 
said  that  Christ  left  as  a  great  heritage  to 
members  of  his  secret  council,  a  private 
method  for  guidance  in  life,  which  method 
has  been  preserved  until  today,  in  the  secret, 
occult  mystery  schools."  Supposedly,  what 
the  Christian  cannot  receive  from  the  Church 
and  the  Bible  he  can  learn  for  $3.50  a 
month  from  the  San  Jose  cult. 

Knowing  that  the  AMORC  contradicted 
basic  doctrines  of  all  Christian  churches 
Lewis  had  the  audacity  to  write:  "Orthodox 
Christians  of  the  most  devout  kind  can  con- 
sistently belong  to  the  Rosicrucian  Order, 
just  as  a  devout  Christian  might  study  law 
or  music,  art  or  chemistry  without  com- 
promising his  position  in  the  Christian 
Church."  Actually  a  devout  Christian  would 
feel  as  comfortable  in  the  Rosicrucian  Order 
as  a  devout  Christian  Scientist  in  the  AMA 
or  a  devout  Methodist  in  the  liquor  business. 

Since  Canon  1399  warns  Catholics 
against  reading  books  which  favor  supersti- 
tion or  subvert  the  Christian  reUgion,  it 
would  seem  that  the  various  publications  of 
the  San  Jose  Rosicrucians  fall  under  this 
ban.  The  same  serious  objections  to  solemn 
oaths  in  lodge  rituals,  which  is  one  of  the 
major  reasons  for  the  Church's  stand  against 
Masonry,  would  also  apply  to  the  Rosicru- 
cian lodges. 

Essentially,  the  Rosicrucian  Order,  even 
in  its  commercial  version,  is  simply  another 
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revival  of  the  Gnostic  heresy  which  plagued 
Christianity  during  the  first  three  centuries 
of  its  existence.  The  ancient  Gnostics  con- 
structed a  system  of  secret  doctrines  drawn 
from  a  variety  of  pagan  religions  and  mys- 
tery schools.  Their  initiates  claimed  mastery 
of  the  secrets  of  life  and  their  doctrines  were 
a  conglomeration  of  pagan  mythology,  re- 
incarnation, magic,  superstition,  astrology, 
necromancy,  incantations,  and  the  like. 

THE  GNOSTICS 

When  Christianity  appeared,  some  Gnos- 
tics embraced  the  new  Faith  and  accepted 
baptism  but  continued  to  understand  the 
Gospel  in  the  frame  of  reference  of  their 
earlier  beliefs.  Soon  these  Gnostic  Chris- 
tians were  preaching  heretical  notions  about 
Christ,  and  insisting  that  the  real  Gospel 
could  be  understood  by  only  a  selected  few 
initiates.  They  ridiculed  the  ordinary  public 
teaching  of  the  Church  as  fit  only  for  the 
ignorant  and  unspiritual. 

As  soon  as  they  were  discovered  these 
Gnostics  were  excommunicated  and  cut  off 
from  the  Christian  community.  The  church 
flatly  denied  that  there  were  two  sets  of 
Christian  teachings:  one  for  the  masses  and 
the  other  for  the  few.  The  Gnostic  heresy 
was  put  down  as  a  serious  threat,  but  small 
groups  of  Gnostics  have  appeared  through- 
out history  making  the  same  claims  and  at- 


24 


tempting  to  incorporate  elements  of  Chris- 
tianity into  their  mixture  of  paganism  and 
superstition.  The  AMORC  is  a  contem- 
porary example. 

The  AMORC  seems  to  satisfy  some  peo- 
ple who  are  looking  for  occult  meanings  of 
life  and  magic  keys  to  open  locked  doors. 
It  offers  a  mixture  of  Rosicrucian  legend, 
Gnosticism,  theosophy,  vedanta,  vegetari- 
anism, Masonry,  cabalism.  Buddhism,  al- 
chemy, and  pseudo-science,  and  uses  every 
modern  advertising  medium  to  win  con- 
verts. The  Rosicrucian  order  (AMORC) 
is  a  religious  organization,  no  matter  what 
its  ads  and  publications  say  to  the  contrary. 
No  one  could  be  both  a  Rosicrucian  and  an 
orthodox  Christian  at  the  same  time.  To  be 
logical  he  would  have  to  abandon  one  for 
the  other. 
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